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Module Aims  

1. Consider the main threats to biodiversity in the UK 
2. Analyse the role of conservation legislation in the protection of species 
3. Investigate conservation strategies (in-situ and ex-situ) 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

Key skills for employability 
 

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills 

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills 

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy 

KS5 Information management skills 

KS6 Research skills 

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills 

KS8 Career management skills 

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self- 

 management) 

KS10 Numeracy 

 

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills 

1 
Identify the ecology of, and appraise the main threats to, 
species of animals native to the UK 

KS1 KS3 

KS4 KS5 

KS6  

 
2 

 

Discuss and evaluate the role of conservation legislation in 
the protection of biodiversity 

KS1 KS3 

KS4 KS5 

KS6 KS7 

3 
Describe and justify conservation strategies (in-situ and ex-
situ) 

KS1 KS3 

KS4 KS5 

KS6 KS7 

Transferable skills and other attributes 

Study skills, writing skills, presentation skills, team-work, self-reflection, problem- 
solving, time management, ICT skills, skills for work, independent working and 
communication skills. 

 

Derogations  

None 
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Assessment:  

Presentation 
Students will produce a 15 minute PowerPoint presentation to their peer group to include : 
Classification, physical description, habitat, behaviour, diet and historical and current 
distribution of your chosen species. Students will need to refer to scientific literature and case 
studies in their appraisal of the main threats to the species. 
 
Essay 
Students will produce a report that explores the legislation and conservation strategies in 
place for that species. Students should comment on the effectiveness of each. Examples of 
conservation strategies (both in-situ and ex-situ) should be described for the same species. 
Each strategy should be justified in terms of biological and socio-economical factors. 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment 
Weighting 
(%) 

Duration  
(if exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent if 

appropriate) 

1 1  Presentation 30 15 mins 
1200 word 
equivalent 

2 2, 3 Essay 70  2800 words 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

This module will be delivered through formal lectures, practical sessions and site visits. Guest 
speakers will be invited to introduce case studies and bring current relevance to conservation 
issues and work. 

 

Syllabus outline: 

Definition of native species 
UK geological changes since the last ice age 
The effect of a growing population on plant/animal distribution since the last ice age 
Threats to biodiversity (historic and current issues) 
UK and European Legislation (historical to present) including Rio, Bern, WCA, CRoW, SPA’s, 
SAC’s, Ramsar  
Prosecution and Wildlife Crimes 
In-situ and ex-situ conservation  
Reintroduction 
Captive breeding 
Habitat management 
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